




Grant Helps Burlington Land Trust Celebrate

3

Oct. 3 Celebration will Mark 20th Anniversary;
Local Hiking Booklet Re-Issued 

Seen from a satellite map, 
Burlington’s landscape is almost 

unbroken green. 
Paul Rochford, president of the 

Burlington Land Trust, wants residents 
to know more about those acres of 
undeveloped land.

With a $5,000 grant from the Main 
Street Community Foundation, the land 
trust is reprinting its guide to walks 
and hikes in the area. The grant is also 
funding a celebration of the land trust’s 
20th anniversary on Oct. 3. 

The 28-page Burlington Rambler’s 
Guide showcases a dozen walks along 
Burlington’s 30 miles of the Tunxis Trail 
and the local section of Rails To Trails 
from Unionville to Collinsville.

“Anybody can do this” Rochford 
said of the walks. “We want you to get 
out there … take your friends, your 
spouse, your kids … walk the dog,” he 
wrote in the preface to the booklet in 
2007. 

Most of the last printing of 1,000 
booklets is gone. The land trust wants to 
reprint 1,000 copies.

Plans for the anniversary 
celebration are still jelling, but 

Rochford said the land trust hopes to have displays from other 
conservation groups it works with, like the Farmington River 
Watershed Association and Rails To Trails.

With 40% of its land undeveloped, 
Burlington might look like a community 
awash in open space. Rochford said 
much of the property is owned by water 
companies, who no longer need that vast 
acreage to protect their watersheds. 

Rochford said the land trust’s 
hope is “to get people invested in the 
idea that conservation has economic 
benefits.” Development can also be done 
properly to safeguard Burlington’s rural 
character, he said. “We’re not looking 
to stop anything,” but the group wants 
the community and developers to 
think about the benefits of open space, 
Rochford said.

The land trust manages some of 
the land that the Tunxis Trail crosses. 
That includes the 43-acre Martha 
Brower Nature Preserve off Greer Road, 
which it owns, and the 187-acre Taine 
Mountain Preserve, owned by the Nature 
Conservancy. The land trust also owns 
11 acres abutting the Taine Mountain 
Preserve and owns a conservation 
easement on 12 acres abutting the 
preserve. 

To get a free color copy of the Rambler’s 
Guide in the mail, send an email to: paul@
burlingtonlandtrust.org

The Land Trust’s sign-in box 
on Johnnycake Mountain.

It is easy to leave a bequest to the Main 
Street Community Foundation for 

the community causes you care about. 
Our Main Street Cornerstone Society has 
more than two dozen members who have 
communicated their plans to leave a gift 
to the Foundation in their will, estate plan 
or another type of deferred gift.

 If you would like to be included in the 
Main Street CornerStone Society, please 
contact us to discuss your plans.  

If your estate plan already includes the 
Foundation, please let us know, so we can 
enroll you in this special legacy society. 
We can be reached at the Foundation 
office at (860) 583-6363.

Investing 
Continued from page 1

Our communities need strong nonprofit 
organizations now, more than ever. We are 
exploring and leading new opportunities 
to work with donors to support our 
communities in new and vital ways.

 For those who are concerned about 
being able to support the needs of 
nonprofits and causes that matter to them 
in perpetuity, endowment building is 
the answer. 
We are committed to ensuring that all of 
our policies and best practices are grounded 
in protecting assets entrusted to us while 
fulfilling our donors’ charitable dreams 
in perpetuity.

Join Our CornerStone Society!
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Y oung families who need help getting diapers, 
wipes and kids’ clothes are coming to the 

Parent and Child Center at Bristol Hospital more 
than ever.

“We were averaging 20 visits a month. Lately 
it’s been 60 to 65 visits a month,” said Rebecca 
Tuttle, who heads the center.

Now, more help is on the way. With a 
matching grant from a donor-advised fund at 
the Main Street Community Foundation, the 
program is hoping to raise over $15,000 for 
supplies. The donor-advisor 
to the fund recommended 
the matching grant and will 
provide 50 cents for every 
dollar contributed. 

Tuttle is confident about 
reaching the goal. “We have 
found the more difficult 
the times become, the more 
people want to give,” she said.

For the past six years, the 
program has operated the 
Treasure Chest, which gives 
basic supplies to families with 
children under 5. Racks of colorful kids’ clothes 
fill the small storage room where families can 
come eight times a year to get clothes for their 
children. Diapers are available four times a year.

But storage was a major problem for diapers, 
wipes, baby food, formula. Those supplies jam 

two closets at the Prospect Street center. 
When Tuttle went on a TV show to talk 

about the center, she was overwhelmed with calls 
from people who wanted to donate. There just 
wasn’t space.

So she’s ecstatic that the Treasure Chest will 
have money to buy the supplies as they are 
needed. “Now, to be able to purchase diapers 
… is outstanding,” she said. “We are also 
considering ways to make the most of these 
grant dollars by purchasing diapers from lower 
cost vendors like diapers.com.”

The center and the Treasure Chest have had 
strong support from Exchange 
Clubs in Connecticut. 
One shoreline club hosts 
an annual baby shower to 
replenish the baby supplies. 
Local families often donate 
gently used clothes, which 
the Treasure Chest takes up to 
size 5T.

“It’s not the Parent 
and Child Center that 
helps,” Tuttle said. “It’s the 
community.”

To help the Parent and Child Center meet its 
$10,000 goal and earn the matching grant, please 
send checks to: The Parent and Child Center at 
Bristol Hospital, 9 Prospect St., Bristol, CT 06010. 

Families with children under 5 who need help 
can get more information about the Treasure Chest by 
calling 585-3481.4

Who We Are
   The Main Street Community 
Foundation, Inc. is a public charity 
that is committed to connecting 
donors with causes they care 
about through charitable giving, 
with a specific focus on building 
permanent endowments which 
will support these causes 
in perpetuity. 
	 Since 1995, it has improved 
the capacity of numerous 
organizations and positively 
enhanced the communities of 
Bristol, Burlington, Plainville, 
Plymouth-Terryville, Southington 
and Wolcott. We offer donors the 
opportunity to make meaningful 
and lasting contributions that 
maximize community impact both 
now and in the future.
  Our mission is to help assure 
the long-term well-being of 
the communities we serve by 
encouraging and promoting:

u Planned Giving
u Prudent Management of Assets
u Responsible Distribution of 

Funds
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